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REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

UNITED STATES ARMY INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY COMMAND 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY OFFICE 
FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLAND 207S5-599S 


August 28, 2001 


Freedom of Information/ 
Privacy Office 


Mr. Ernie Lazar 
P.O. Box 423434 

San Francisco, California 94142-3434 
Dear Mr. Lazar: 

This responds to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request of October 13. 1998, to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) for records concerning the Nationalist Action League. 

The FBI, on August 15, 2001, forwarded your request to this office along with Department of the 
Army records, retrieved from their files, for a releasability determination. This correspondence 
was received in this office August 27, 2001. 

We have completed a mandatory declassification review in accordance with Executive Order 
12958. As a result of this review, it has been determined that the information contained in the 
records no longer warrants security classification protection and is partially releasable to you. 

The records are enclosed for your use. Fees for processing this request are waived. 

Since the release of some of the information deleted from the records would result in an 
unwarranted invasion of the privacy rights of the individuals concerned, this information is 
exempt from the public disclosure provisions of the FOIA per Title 5 U.S. Code 552 (b)(7)(C). 

In addition, since the release of the information in the records would reveal the identity of a 
confidential source, it is exempt from public disclosure pursuant to Title 5 U.S. Code 552 
(b)(7)(D) of the FOIA. The significant and legitimate governmental purpose to be served by 
withholding is that a viable and effective intelligence investigative capability is dependent upon 
protection of confidential sources. 

The withholding of the information described above is a partial denial of your request. This 
denial is made on behalf of Brigadier General Keith B. Alexander, the Commanding General, 
U.S. Army Intelligence and Security Command, who is the Initial Denial Authority for Army 
intelligence investigative and security records under the FOIA. You have the right to appeal this 
decision to the Secretary of the Army. If you wish to file an appeal, you should forward it to this 
office. Your appeal must be postmarked no later than 60 calendar days from the date of this 
letter. After the 60 day period, the case may be considered closed; however, such closure does 
not preclude you from filing litigation in the courts. 
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We have been informed by the FBI that the information bracketed in black is exempt from 
public disclosure pursuant to Title 5 U.S. Code 552 (b)(7)(C) and (b)(7)(D) of the FOIA. 

The withholding of the information by the FBI constitutes a partial denial of your request and 
you have the right to appeal this decision. If you decide to file an appeal, it should be sent to the 
Co-Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, Flag Building, Suite 
570, Washington, DC 20530-0001 within 60 days from the receipt of this letter. The envelope 
and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Appeal” or "Information 
Appeal". Please cite FBI FOI/PA #921660 and 269633-2 assigned to your request so that it may 
be easily identified. 

We are forwarding a copy of this letter to the FBI (#921660 and 269633-2). 

If you have any questions concerning this action, please feel free to contact Mrs. Sealing at 
(301) 677-3802. Refer to case #1329F-01. 


Sincerely, 

jljjjititf i ArJu^ 

Russell A. Nichols 
Chief, Freedom of Information/ 
Privacy Office 
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(Office of Headquarters) 


Philadelphia, Pa 
(Place) 

18 May 1949 


(Date) 


Subject: NATIONALIST ACTION LEAGUE (NAL) 


Summary of Information: The first open oaeting of the Nationalist 
Action Loague, an organisation recently termed "fascist" by the 
Attorney General, was hold at 2100 hours in the Penn Room of the 
Penn-Sheraton Hotel, Philadelphia, Ra. on 11 May 1949. ( 

^ of whom little is known at this writing, was chairman. 

The HAL was first organised in Philadelphia on 29 October 1948. 
Its nominal bead ls(^ 

.) of whom more appears later In this Summary. The League appeared 
in a supplemental list of allegedly subversive organizations Issued by 
the Attorney General in April 1949. (b)(7)(D) 

The meeting wae covered by confidential informants of known 
reliability of thin office, one of whom( 


)( According to informants, about-26 

women and 31 men, in addition, to. tne-invited ■observera'' were' prese nt.! '- 
jthanked the members for the large turnout and launoEed 
Into the initial speech of the T 4veidhg« He.gave a brief history of./;,' . 
the.League followed by a discission of the League's bitter fight gainst 
FEPC in Pennsylvania. , He said that the organisation took great prlde^.. 
in Its "suocessfUl" fight against the FEPC bill, end pointed out further 
that the League had .taken .up the cudgel against the cantralliatiori of *• 
government. Federal housing. Federal ajLd to education and socialised 
medibin*. ’ •<' 


\ editor of-Common Sense, 
" * i. New Jersey.; 


a so-called. anti^Gomaimlst weekly published in Onion 
Excerpts ‘ frbm l / speech are -as "follows i 

, *• 

v "Communism is not. the thing we fear. It is the whole picture - 
the whole world is on fi£a..., Sixteen .countries of Europe alroady have 
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fallen to the Communists. China Is gone, and the United States Is 
75 per aent gone. ( I It a prisoner in Hungary, even 

though Hungary Is only 7 per cent Communist, ^ln the United States alone, 
there are 600 Consunlet fronts under various names. The same thing that 
went on in Europe (before the Communist coups) is going on here today. 

There are millions of dollars behind the Communist Party, hence you must 
decide on a leader (in Washington) you oan trust. 

Furthermore, you are going to have to arouse your curiosity to 
learn more’ about Communism by sending for and reading books' and'^xapera. 
Communism was originally financed right hero in .the United States, in 1914 
whan 176 woalthy men sailed for Europe, v^he baccara of Communism are^ln-> 
New York and' Hollywood'. They are dupes pouring in money th&lclnj^ they 
are building^a better world, alno. nant .to warn.-you ab<roV.the'phony anti¬ 
communists such as Wine hell and Drew Pearson, who are spokesmen for the Anti- 
Defamation League, one of the strongest arms of, the Communists in the United 
States .j I talked with a priest recently back from China, and he told me that 
be had seen'109 priests skinned alive by the Communists. " We should keep 
in mind -that we have been at war for some time - the last war didn’t- start 
with Pearl Harbor.but when Roosevelt sent the 150 destroyers to England. 

Don’t cues dluseiaCor the Russians. Of 190 million Russians, 6niy‘ ; 2 million 
are Comnuniaits* r ttffery soon after the next war has started, Truman will 
come on.the radio to say the U. S. is confronted* by a* feds Is, and he will 
appointVa Beven man board to take over the key positions'in the government. 
eAll really:', he under the Communists. 'Lathe U*S. the re rote, by er 
3 Nations' Either owned or oofe;r6ll^‘h^'‘ih'i'' 

er the country the niggers will be y 
ir. -spoke to 

is-xmly one Pro^esi£nt ; > iin<it 

t the Communist*- * 
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Waroir^a that the Booting was to be held were received by an 
editor of a local newspaper in a letter from a counter group known as 
The Friends of Democracy, Inc., whose offices are listed as being at 
137 East 57th Street, New York City*. The letter, signed byf 

, national director, and llstir^(^ t), as chairman, 'reads as 

follows t 




"As, you know, the Nationalist Action League of Philadelphia, 
directed byi i)of( ) was listed as 

"Fascist" by the Attorney General on 27 April. ( j) ie editor 

of the extremist periodical, National Progress, - holds Joint meetings 
with the National Blue Star Mothers, also liatod as subversive - is the 
author of a Statistical Study of the Jewish Population, in which he states 
that the policy of internationalism is the springboard for Judalsing the 
world - wrote in a 1946 issue of his magasine that 'our task is to smash 
deoooracy". I Nationalist Action League will hold a meeting 

in the Fenn-Sheraton Hotel, May 11, at 8 PM. Though the N.A.L. holds 
periodic meetings (closed) on Arch Street, this is tho first attempt to 


branch out into the field of active pro-Fascist, anti-minority agitation. 

*• J may reveal something of the World Gentile Congress to be held 

in Belgium this Sumner nhichf ^ will attend. A prompt 

exposure of this group will be a public service. Prevent them from 
(l) misrepresenting themselves as loyal Americans, (2) nip a prospective 
threat to democracy in the bud, and (3) awaken the community to the general 
menace of totalitarian elements". 


( ] did not mention the Belgium meeting. Sfember'a dues 

were reduced from Si. 00 to $.50 at the meeting. In his letter to the 
Attorney General, v J requested a complete investigation-of the 

League to clear it of the subversive taint. The announced creed of-the 
League is to "prevent the spread of Communism, Zionism and world federation; 
denounce and fight against legislation favoring racial minorities over all 
of the American people; prepare a program of education contra the Communists, 
political Zionists and Internationalists; preserve Christian Ideals and 
racial self-respect". 
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In the company of 4 | of the National h£a 

Star Mothers, C_ attended a conference of the Christian Nation 

allots In St. Louis, Missouri, on 20,2l August 1948. The Nationalists 
organ. The Call, parsed outlet/the conference by( — j 1: 

' and () as delegates. It should be noted that( 

organised the N.A. L. two months later. 
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(Office of Headquarters) 


Philadelphia, IV 
^ t (f lace) 

• fTWust 19 4-9 
(Date) 


Subject: RATIONALIST ACTION LEAGUE 


Summary of Information: On 5 August 194#* a confidential Informant of 
this office attended a meeting of the NATIONALIST ACTION LEAGUE at the 
Whittier Hotel, Philadelphia, Pa. Wa NATIONALIST ACTION LEAGUE (HAL) 
ia a Fascist group mentioned by th^/Attorney General as cpming within 
. the purview of Executive Order 98&y (' ^ group organizer, 

opened the meeting at 2100 hours. I’here were sight women and six men pre¬ 
sentAmong these were (> ) (a Philadelphia City 

Hall 'employee), ( \ and a / 

\ a(; _ )and a(i ) Several 

letters were read at the start of the meeting from persons professing interest 
in the organisation. One of these was from George lAirphy, the Hollywood 
actor, which requested information concerning the World Federalist movement,, 
which Murphy, reportedly, i* against.. The letter was signed by Murphy, 

Robert Montgomery, Ginger Rogers, Adolph BenJou, and others whose names 
informant could not remember. An article' jus. read from a paper pat out by - 
the’National Renaissance Party,' a brother organization in Beacbn, New Fork, ,-J 
mentioning/ J as one 'of the jadrt-radical speakers at a New York Cityp^j 

1 rally. The New Torif R>st, which ran - * a - orltioal artlda oh the NAL was termed, 

j "one of the worst examples of the Jewish press*, . The Pbst termed NAL a bunch 

I of Fascistsywhlch seemed to please f He said, he was glad it was ,:.--: 

Fasolst and not subversive.' ' Being a Fascist wen, he said, "not'bad at all n «: ; 

The National'Renaissance Phrty, NRP/: lijf' headed by a young radical named /. 

) (phonetic). Ho Is dOAcribed -aa being;only 21 yearw old. Mention was 
'wads'.of amargsr with the Loyal Anas ricans ‘Organ list ion, a new group as far 
/*y as'this office is concerned'. Loyal Aiarlcslhs^ Is said to bfre 122 members, j 
^ umost of whomlive In New Jersey.ahd l New^Xorfc7' .- ; '| 'mentioned the - . • 

^effiblency of the KRP strong-arm iastf'tei'hare been In fights with Jewish 
f '/ pickets at their New Tork pity^rallies He suggested , bringing them to HAL 

meetings in Philadelphia for the ‘same burpobe^ yj _ ^mentioned a ; 

/v brush. with the Communists after the toseting pf '22 Jhly. 1949 a The HAL women :, 
^oj^jouraeysd^to City Hall to heckle. the Co*®ia picket line oh <tbe 5^-20 Club 
/S' extensionj lsnd hno of thea goiihto a. fight 'with a picket and the police ware. 
7 galled to qCili the disturbance i . ( ) said that *a very prominent 
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18 August 1949 


Keobership cards for the group are being printed and way be di stributed 
at the next eeeting two weeks hence- Wo sent ion was made of the pro¬ 
posed RHP rally in Torkrille, the heart of the German center in Hew York 
City, which is designed to stir up antl-Jewish riots. 
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